Streptococcus suis is a commensal microorganism in pigs but can lead to disease in these animals as well as in humans. Although uncommon, purulent meningitis, bacteremia, and fatal septic shock have been reported. However, recurrent human disease has not yet been described. We report a case of fatal recurrent septic shock due to S. suis type II 15 years after the initial infection.
sponsible for purulent meningitis occurring after a brief pseudoinfluenzal syndrome (1) . The meningitis is usually nonfatal, but severe neurological sequelae, such as perceptive nerve deafness and dizziness, may be observed. Although rare, septicemia and fulminant septic shock with multiple organ failure and fatal outcome have been reported (4, 5) . In these cases, intensive therapy in conjunction with immediate intravenous administration of antibiotics is mandatory.
As far as we know, this is the first reported case of repeated S. suis septic shock in a human. No chronic or recurrent infections have so far been reported in the literature. In 1981, our patient had been treated with penicillin for 3 weeks and fully recovered from this first episode. The fatal septic shock occurred 15 years later after a period when he was free of symptoms. Therefore, this second episode can be considered a reinfection rather than a recurrence of the infectious disease. Splenectomy is a well-established risk factor for infections. However, in the present case, a functional ectopic spleen was evidenced during necropsy. In addition, S. suis infections have been described to occur mainly in immunocompetent hosts.
In conclusion, this report confirms the absence of immunity after a human S. suis infection and stresses the utmost importance of constant prevention in exposed workers (2) .
